








WELCOME

HELLO, NFA MEMBERS!

The National Fireworks Association has been busy over the last few
months preparing for our 2024 Expo in beautiful Erie, PA. The NFA
Board, Safety Team, and all of our committees have been meeting to
create new action plans for the future of the Association and finalize
preparations for this year's Expo. We have some exciting things
planned coming this September, with more demos and trade booths
than ever before.

That being said, we are excited to announce booths for our Trade
Show are currently SOLD OUT! The Trade Show layout will look a little
different this year so please refer to the guide. We will have booths in
the Great Hall, in all the hallways surrounding the Great Hall, as well
as in multiple rooms to accommodate all of our amazing vendors. We
have scheduled over sixty demos for the week, as well as a tribute to
9/11 on Wednesday and ending with a Grand Public Display.

Our NFA Board and committees have already been working hard on
many objectives to make this the best Expo to date. We are excited to
expand communication with our members, create new content for
seminars, and collaborate with the local businesses of Erie, PA by
inviting them to join us in celebrating through fireworks in our nightly
product demonstrations.

We will also be holding our Annual Fundraising Auction again on
Thursday, September 12th during the sponsored lunch. This is such a
fun tradition started so many years ago to support this great
association. If you or your company feel led to donate an item or
basket to the auction, please let us know so we can get an idea of how
many items we will be expecting. For more information please reach
out to Tom Wilson or to office@nationalfireworks.com. Make sure
to add attending the auction while at the Expo to your itinerary; you
never know what those auctioneers have in store for us.
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SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL
AND FIREWORKS
GO HAND IN HAND

America just celebrated our 248th birthday. For centuries, the Fourth of July has been defined by
spending time with family, friends, and fireworks. It is a tradition that America has kept since 1776 and one
that we must preserve, now more than ever.

We are reminded of what John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail upon drafting the Declaration of
Independence:

“I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary
Festival. It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells,
Bonfires, and Illuminations from one End of this Continent to the other from this Time forward forever
more."

Adams certainly had it right in his assessment of how we should celebrate America by remembering this
important day. This year was a success and hopefully next year and 2026 will be even better.

Past Presidents and other dignitaries have encouraged Americans to enjoy fireworks safely as they are a
tradition throughout America. Cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, Boston and Washington, DC,
held their annual celebrations, while other towns like St. Joseph, Wichita, Sioux Falls, Des Moines, and
Troy listened to our leaders and held their celebrations. 49 out of 50 states support fireworks sales. They
know the value in uniting citizens around a simple, time-honored tradition. And year after year, the growth
in fireworks sales—as well as the innovation in the type of illuminations available—defies detractors who
use scare tactics to try to extinguish the flame of the fireworks industry, and the thousands of Americans
who work in it. Even though fireworks are constantly being bombarded by environmental groups and
others with reasons to stop their use, each year we see a growth in people purchasing illuminations, so
they can be shared. It is something that makes America.

The fireworks industry is hyper-seasonal. The businesses that manufacture, import, distribute, and sell have
only a short time to pull it all off, after years of planning, leading up to the Fourth of July. We work hard
to ensure that fireworks are available for sale. The NFA works with port authorities, Congress, and the
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to make sure everything functions, so that National Fireworks
Association members receive their orders and Americans can properly celebrate the Fourth of July, as our
Founders intended.

Safety is the NFA’s number one priority. We stress, through social media and public service
announcements, in conjunction with local fire marshals, that fireworks can be enjoyed safely by following
basic safety suggestions.

Over the next two years our collective psyche needs something that feels quintessentially American.
Americans will want the opportunity to share togetherness, community, and hope. As we move towards
the Semiquincentennial—250 years as a country—and celebrate with illuminations, we hope to unite as
one nation and focus on the things that make us truly American. Our country needs its traditions.

Stacy Schneitter Blake, President
National Fireworks Association



















































PROPOSED
BYLAW CHANGES

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE NATIONAL FIREWORKS
ASSOCIATION (NFA) HAS WORKED VERY DILIGENTLY TO
UPDATE THE BY-LAWS OF THE NFA TO BETTER SERVE THE
MEMBERS AND THE ASSOCIATION. THIS IS A SUMMARY OF
THE CHANGES THAT ARE BEING PROPOSED BY THE BOARD

OF DIRECTORS FOR THE MEMBERS TO APPROVE:

1. Membership categories are determined by the Directors to create different
types of membership categories that are beyond full voting membership to
allow those people that love fireworks and want to continue to be supportive
and want to make sure that fireworks remain in their lives.

2. Full voting members will be able to vote for directors and corporation
issues for each company and are limited to only 3 companies to make sure
that everyone's voice is heard and counted.

3. The position of President Emeritus will be designated by the Board of
Directors to help the Board with issues and continuity with the prior
Presidency and make sure that the Association honors its past mission and
moves to the future.

4. Changed the qualifications for Board members to require them to be
members, officers or employees of only full voting members of the NFA. Also
in a separate section, states that in the event that a member company for
whom the Director is affiliate withdraws or is removed from the membership
list of NFA, then the affiliated Director will automatically be removed from
the Board of Directors.

5. The Board of Directors will have an election by the full voting members of
4 officers (President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer) and then 3
independent appointed board members to ensure that the Board of Directors
is truly independent and representative of the fireworks industry. There also
was clarification on the terms of the officers and when they are elected. This
also clarifies the process when an Officer or Director resigns or is removed
and the filling of that vacancy.



PROPOSED
BYLAW CHANGES

6. Clarifies the nomination process for nominating candidates for being an
Officer of the NFA and the requirement that any candidate to be an Officer of
the NFA would have to be part of Full Voting Member with dues paid and a
membership in good standing as of May 31.

7. Clarifies and explains the voting and ballot tabulation process for the
election of Officers at the annual meeting.

8. Allows for electronic meetings of the Board of Directors as well as allow
the Board to continue in the event that an annual meeting of the membership
can not conducted until later because of events outside the control of the
NFA. This is referred to as the “COVID"” clause to account for situations that are
unforeseen.

9. Determines that no director is to be personally liable for any damages that
may result from any action or failure to take action as a Board Member and that
the NFA will indemnify and hold any Director harmless from their service as a
Director of the NFA. The change of the by-laws also permits the NFA to obtain
insurance to protect the Directors.

10. Describes and specifies the various duties of the Officers of the NFA such
as the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer as well as the role of
“President Emeritus” to the Board.

11. The changes also require that outgoing Directors are specifically required
to turn over all money, property and records of the NFA and permits the Board
of Directors to create and appoint those committees as are needed to assist
the NFA as it addresses the needs of the fireworks industry.

12. Clarifies the annual and/or special meetings of the membership, and what is
to occur; notice language that is to be required for the meetings to be
provided to the membership for annual and/or special meetings ; clarifies that
attendance at an annual or special meeting of the membership is a waiver of
any defect in notice; determines that a quorum of the membership will be met
with at least 10% of the membership and a majority of the members present
shall be sufficient to affirm action taken by the Board of Directors of the NFA.










































A DISAPPOINTING FOURTH? NO WAY!

| did not plan on it being a very exciting Fourth. After all, how can a pyro get enthused when he
lives in a state where colored sparklers, hand fountains, smoke bombs, report items, pin wheels,
ground spinners, and all aerials can get him a $200 fine for each item he lights? And having to plan
a fun day with only legal items seemed to be impossible. Sure, my daughter and grandkids would
be there for the evening show, but what legal pyrotechnic activity could | enjoy during the day
with most daytime items banned?

After careful planning, | realized that snappers, snakes, and party poppers were my only
options. And so, the noon hour on the Fourth found me on the patio with several boxes of snappers
and a half gross of party poppers. Imagine a 77 year old man with 35 years of experience shooting
displays and vending fireworks only able to pop a few lame items in his state to celebrate his
nation’s biggest holiday. But try | did. A few poppers were set off, their serpentine decorating the
vines along the edge of the patio, and snappers were dropped on the cement floor by the dozen.
Both items generated no excitement in me, so | packed up and went into the house to watch the
hot dog eating contest. As far as | was concerned, the Fourth was ruined.

Time passed and before | knew it, 7 o’clock rolled around and my daughter’s family and their
friends rolled in. By 8, the hugs had been exchanged and it was time to set up my legal fountain
show. | had really spent some time and money buying 20 four foot length 2x4s and affixing a large
variety fountains on them. There were small and jumbo cones, multi-tubes that sprayed a display of
colored sparks, and giant volcanos that erupted almost 20 feet in the air.

As the set up began, my cousin Clyde and his buddy Lester arrived. Both were professional
musicians and members of the Maryland Entertainment Hall of Fame. Just before the first lighting,
Clyde brought several of us to tears with his rendition of the Star Spangled Banner, which he had
sung many times before at Memorial Stadium before the Orioles’ games. After the vocal
performance, the fountain show began and lasted for 20 minutes as my grandson lit over 100 items
to the cheers of relatives, friends, and neighbors. At the end of the display, spent tubes were
soaked and the attendees moseyed back to the patio fan to escape the 90 degree heat and high
humidity that Baltimore summers give us each year.

Burgers and hot dogs sizzled, snacks were devoured, and out came Lester’s guitar. For a good
hour or more, he serenaded us with a plethora of oldies, gospel tunes, and patriotic selections. All
the while, | was sitting off to the side enjoying the music and lighting sparkler after sparkler as
illegal aerial fireworks roared throughout the neighborhood. As the clock neared midnight, Lester
asked everyone to sing along as he ended the evening with God Bless America. | do not know how
the music affected the guests, but it brought a tear to my eye. Imagine singing the song as
sparklers glowed on the patio and aerials bloomed above the treetops. What an ending!

Shortly, guests began to depart, and only my wife and | remained. | suddenly remembered my
prediction that this year's celebration would be a lackluster one. | realized that | was wrong. | had
to admit to myself that the holiday was one of the best. Great food, spectacular fountains, lovely
music, and aerial shells bursting in the night. Now, what more could a man ask for?

SUBMITTED BY JAGK LEONARD












