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from Bob KellnerBRANSON MISSOURI

  Branson Missouri was rocking last week 
when the National Fireworks Association 
came to town. The five day 2014 NFA Expo 
at The Chateau On The Lake drew over 
one thousand attendees from all over the 
world. The days were filled with seminars 
such as “The Fireworks Industry of Mexico” 
and “Customs Import Compliance” and 
three days of a huge trade show with over 
150 fireworks manufacturers, exporters, 
wholesalers and related companies showing 
off their products. Each night featured over 
two hours of new product demonstrations 
from over thirty suppliers. Friday nights 
demo ended with a special memorial 
show by Jakes Fireworks in honor of the 
NFA’s late president Cam Starr. Saturday’s 
closing banquet was highlighted  with John 
and Nancy Blogin receiving the first ever 
“Cam Starr Memorial Fireworks Industry 
Excellence Recognition Award” and 
concluded with a stunning pyro musical 
by AM Pyro produced almost entirely with 
American made display shells!
  
The National Fireworks Association serves 
all sections of the fireworks industry from the 
largest manufacturers to individuals who are 
“Friends of Fireworks”. The 2015 NFA Expo 
will be Sept 7-12 in Kingsport, TN at the 
world famous Thunder Valley.

Bob Kellner
Treasurer, The National Fireworks 
Association
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FROM THE MIND OF MARVDear Nancy, Don,
 
I want to thank you all a plenty on the wonderful job and great help on NFA 2014 in Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson, MO. 
 
Since I already knew NFA is always a fantastic convention, I decided to take Jefferson Wu, my 5-year 
old son to attend and enjoy it at the first time this year. I have to pass my gratitude to the hotel you 
chose and it is the best hotel we ever stayed. One kind front desk lady(sorry I didn’t remember her 
name) sent us the nice cookie and fresh milk to our room for Jefferson and we still miss the sweet 
now. While we both had a reading and playing on the grassland beyond hotel, she was off work 
probably and went to drive her car. She found us and then took one kid toy and several balloons from 
her car to send Jefferson which was made us surprised! These kindness made us very impressed on 
this staying. 
 
Another waitress named Lynne from Cafe bar was also 
very impressed by Jefferson. She is very kind and has 
great memory. When she first saw Jefferson she can call 
his name sweetly anytime. We went there several times 
for dinning. Now Jefferson will always ask me about Lynne 
and tell me he misses her. Please kindly see attached 
photo. The shovel in Lynne’s hand was a gift for her from 
Jefferson:)
 
He also very like Grandpa Don of course! This grandpa is 
kinder and more interesting than any other else, he said. 
One thing, while we left Branson and arrive Springfield 
airport, we were waiting for the flight in the gate. Suddenly, 
Jefferson ran to a people and called him “Grandpa Don” very loudly! I was wondering as I know Don 
was driving and will not take flight. Then I found that people just looks much alike Don but not him. 
Anyway, Jefferson really wants to see this grandpa again! Please see the photo as attached.

 
All of these things maybe very tiny. However, as a new 
father I noticed them and I think these will absolutely 
be Jefferson’s best memory of his life. I would be thank 
you all to help him to obtain these good memory in his 
first USA trip. That is what I wish to get originally. 
 
Thanks 
again 
and best regards!
 
Sincerely,
Marx Wu
Magnus Fireworks
*** A spirit of Fireworks***
Magnus International Limited

LetterMEMBER’S
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The only way to explain the NFA TRADE SHOW AND CONVENTION this year is a big congratulations to all involved. Great Hotel, 
Great Shoot Site, Great Demos, and it is obvious that a great deal of planning paid off. Sure there might be a few things that some 
of us might like to have seen changed, and if so be sure to get your comment sheets sent in to Nancy. 

THE TRIBUTE SHOW
While riding back home I thought about what was my favorite part of the week. It, of course, is always fun for me to be with all my 
old friends, and the new ones I have met. Since fireworks has been a big part of my life for over fifty years, one of the greatest joys 
I have had is getting to know people in the business, and to this day are my very special friends. One of those very special friends 
was Cam Starr. The Tribute to Cam on Friday evening was by far my favorite part of the week. I would like to say a big thank you 
to Mick Marrietta and all the Jake’s family for supplying the fireworks , and especially to Marcello Ruiz and Ken Jones for shooting 
the show. You guys did an awesome job. If you have not seen the show goggle NFA Cam Starr Tribute and watch it. It’s the best 
use of your 22 minutes of time. I have watched it four times already, and will be watching it again. As someone who does consumer 
fireworks shows it is a pleasure to watch a show so well done and planned out. A side light to this was brought to my attention my 
Mick Marietta. As those of you who were there know it was very windy for the last demo that evening leading up to the Tribute Show. 
Mick told me he was thinking that Cam would say “OK wind you can let up now”, and sure enough it did, and along with the water 
as a reflection pool it was a perfect setting for the show. As many of you know Cam shot many consumer shows himself, and I 
remember the great show that Jennifer did last year at the NFA in Sioux Falls. Great job everyone. I certainly don’t want to forget to 
mention the great job done by all of those at the shoot site getting all of that off each night. I know this is a lot of work and you did a 
super job. Thank You. 

I GUESS SAFETY IS NOT IMPORTANT
As you might remember for the past year I have offered to sponsor a contest of see who could come up with the best idea for being 
safe for the 1.3G products. Well there were no winners because I had no one offer suggestions, so the prize I was going to award 
(a 2002 Ford Thunderbird) I gave to myself for my birthday. Just kidding, but I don’t know if everyone thinks that they have no good 
idea for making the 1.3G class of products more safe, or if they think that all that can be done to make them safe is currently being 
done. Whatever the case I would still welcome anyones ideas and I will be willing to pass them on in this message each Newsletter. 
Safety needs to be a major concern for all of us, and based upon my experience trying to sell safety glasses this past year in my 
retail locations, I guess most consumers don’t think about it either. I was offering a good pair of safety glasses for 99cents and had 
them placed by the checkout, and since I don’t have my inventory done yet, I don’t know for sure how many I sold, but I know it was 
no more than two dozen. If any of you have ideas on how to sell safety glasses please let me know at marvkohler@gmail.com, or 
give me a call at 308-380-9183. Be sure to get your reservations in early for next year’s NFA, and thanks for all of your comments 
regarding my thoughts. I appreciate you reading them. 

Stay Safe, 
Marv

FROM THE MIND OF MARV

GREAT JOB NFA
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 Jennifer, Nancy and I wish to thank you for the prestigious award presented to us on your behalf as the 
first, Cam Starr Memorial award. 
 Cam and I have been friends since the first time we met at the APA Convention many years ago. We 
have shared ideas, problems and laughter. Nancy and I worked with Cam when he had the idea of forming 
the NFA some 20 plus years ago. Both Cam and I believed that an organization formed for everyone that 
was not afraid to stand up for what is right would be a success. 
 As I stated in my acceptance talk, at the Banquet, Cam was known throughout the industry for his work 
on the 500 gram cake success, his skill as the owner of a company that produced for many years beautiful 
shells used by the likes of Disney and many more. He was a champion pool player and chess champion 
among his hobbies. As everyone can see, whatever Cam took on, he became a champion in the field.
 I believe that Cam would agree that his greatest pride and joy in his fireworks career had to have been 
the formation and growth of the NFA. He wanted an organization for, “Everyone, both large and small,”  so 
that everyone would have a voice in the industry.
 Nancy’s time spent working with Cam on the Board of the NFA has been one of learning and respect for 
many of the Board Members as well as members that have helped her in so many ways. She always looked 
to Cam for direction and will greatly miss him, as we all will.

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO JENNIFER STARR

THANK YOU TO ALL EXHIBITORS, 
DEMO COMPANIES AND SPONSORS

What a fabulous Expo thanks to all of you! The Trade Show looked magnificent and the demos were 
outstanding each evening. This was our largest Auction ever with so many wonderful donations.
Special thanks to Mick Marietta for the Tribute Memorial Show on Friday night in honor of Cam Starr. 
Marcello Ruiz, Ken Jones and crew made the show one to remember for many years to come. 
An outstanding job gentlemen.

Thank you to Aaron Mayfield for the beautiful Saturday night display.
And none of this would have been a success without our wonderful NFA members and their families. 
Our Exhibitors and demo companies really out did themselves this year with new and exciting ideas. Our 
sponsors make our fun afterglows possible for everyone to gather and enjoy the social time and get in some 
valuable networking as well.
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Over any skyline, 

Start breathing easy, call Eric Treend at (216) 658-7846 or Tami Bridgeman at (216) 658-7894. 

PYROTECHNICS

A DIVISION OF BRITTON GALLAGHER

They Hold Their Breath 
While You Breathe Easy

A Blonde was driving down the 
read speeding to get to her hair 
appointment when she was stopped 
by a female blonde police officer.  
The officer asked for her ID.  The 
blonde driver was fumbling through 
her purse trying to find her Driver’s 
License,  Not being able to come 
up with it, the officer said don’t you 
have something that is rectangle in 
shape with your picture on it,.  The 
Blonde looked and found a small 
mirror.  She handed it to the Blonde 
Police Officer, and when she looked 
at it she said.  OH YOU CAN GO 
I DIDN’T REALIZE YOU WERE A 
POLICE OFFICER.

Blonde joke of the month!

Office Funny

8

-REMEMBER-
www.nationalfireworks.org

The username is
“nfamember”

The new password is
“nfaeagle ”

Be sure to get on the NFA website 

and view all of the most

 up-to-date information, 

current and past newsletters, 

NFA photo gallery, 

NFA video

gallery, etc., etc.

Thank you to two sponsors that came in during the Expo!
We did not want to pass up your recognition and since your names 
had not appeared on the website this is our thank you.

Hua Yang Transportation Co. Ltd,   Yulu Hu  
Donation at the Gold level

Rho Sigma Associates, Inc., Dr. Roger Schneider  
Donation of $5,000
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American Metro
Point of Sale Solutions for Fireworks Stands

 for Your Business During a
Fantastic Fireworks Season

We specialize in creating the perfect 
solution when you have product to sell.
Whenever. Wherever.
• Cash Registers
• Barcode Scanners
• Credit Card Processing
• Instant Online Reporting

Find out more at www.americanmetro.com

American Metro
609 West County Rd E Ph: 651-645-2005
Shoreview, MN 55126 Fax: 651-645-9766
www.americanmetro.com TF: 888-645-4876

M14017
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Panther Graphics has recently taken on printing our newletters and 
as you can see, is doing a wonderful job for the NFA. We first became 
acquainted with their work last year when they printed the Demo 
Books for our Expo., in Sioux Falls, SD 
Best Regards to Laura and her staff.

PANTHERG.COM

Phone: 605-335-1103
Cell: 605-728-4818
 Fax: 605-335-7523

laurap@pantherg.com

321 North Kiwanis Ave • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

LAURA PLATT
Sales Executive

HAZPlus®

a division of C.L. Smith

Thank you for
your business. 
I look forward to 
helping you 
stay compliant!  

Fireworks Packaging
Specialist

LYNN BOWMAN 

CONTACT LYNN: 
404-558-7689  •  lbowman@clsmith.com 
REQUEST A QUOTE: 
Call your HAZPlus® Team at 1-866-596-6786

Your Source for Compliant Fireworks Packaging

The National Fireworks Association

Once again the NFA EXPO was a great success! We had a record breaking number of attendants and one of the 
largest trade shows in our 21 year history.
The Chateau on the Lake accommodated us very well and what a nice place to stay. I hope everyone enjoyed it.
The shoot sight was perfect. It was close enough so no travel was required. 
Thanks to everyone who demoed their product and to all the people setting up for each night. A lot of hard work goes into this.
or all the companies that donated for the afterglow, a big thanks! To Jake’s Fireworks for the great lunch and the fireworks show to 
honor Cam Starr, what a nice touch to end the EXPO.
Congratulations to John and Nancy Blogin for receiving the Cam Starr Award.
Thanks for all the volunteers for your support and hard work. This EXPO could not have happened without you.
Donald Lantis

Congratulations to Mr. Paul Bax, the winner of the 
mafnificent guitar from Britton Gallagher! This was just one 
of the more than 170 booths in the NFA Trade Show this 
year that was giving out prizes.

Our thanks to Britton Gallagher for the fantastic 
donation. The guitar was beautiful. 
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The NFA Safety Team would like to THANK all the DEMO COMPANIES for their help and support this 
year. This site was great for our members, but it put the entire Safety Team to the test. First you can 
imagine how difficult it would be to work with the U.S. Government to shoot 1 day on their land, now 
ask them to allow us to shoot 5 nights and be there 24 hours a day! The Army Corp. of Engineers were 
very helpful but everything had to slowly work its way to to next link in the chain. (and you know how 
many links the government has) Everything got done in time and then add the hot weather and huge 
amount of product we had to sort and keep together. That island looked huge when it was empty but 
throw 6 demos 4 to 5 finales and add the Tribute to Cam and don’t forget A&M Pyros display, we were 
ready to vote some people off the island. Everyone stayed and worked together for the good and pulled 
off another EXPO. Thanks to the companies that brought us ice cream and lunch and dinner. We really 
worked up a sweat. Just so you know, daily,we went through 5 gallons of water 3-4 cases of water 
plus Gatorade. Being that close to the lake and none of us even put a toe in the water the entire week. 
We’re glad you enjoyed it and we’ll all be back next year for another adventure.
 
Just some other information. All Demo companies choose how much time they want or need for their 
Demo 10 minuets or 20 minuets that is the only curfew the NFA has in place. We are allowed to shoot 
until 11:00 P.M. most places each night. We try to be done around 10:00 P.M. to get everyone back to 
the “After the Smoke” and other activities at the hotel. If a company decides to demo over 30 items in a 
10 minute time slot, we do everything we can to get it up in the time allowed. The shooters know how to 
pace it and speed up if the Demo Company want’s to push the time. (this was shown on the hand fired 
finales, we can put it in the air) A few companies did run out of time, we are sorry this happened but if 
we could stretch time we would do this forever.
 
All in all a GREAT TIME was had by all. Again Thank you all for allowing us to show off your excellent 
fireworks. It is always a stressful week for us but we work as a team and push on and make it look 
easy. Please don’t try this at home we are trained professionals.
 

Thank you all and looking forward to Tennessee in 2015
 

Brian Klapper
Howard Fry

Mike Romano
Safety Core Committee

Bethany Bateman
Mike Bateman

Steve Kline
Robert Jacobson

Safety Team
Seth Fry
Security

Kathy Fry
Support Staff (cook)

FROM SAFETY TEAM
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Musings by Jack Leonard
Death on the Barge 

There’s a saying in the entertainment business that applies to fireworks: The show must go on. 
And that adage places me, once again, in the pyro time machine back to the early 1970’s and 80’s. 

I was teaching school at the earlier date and shooting professional fireworks displays for George 
Zambelli as my summer employment. At first I was hired to help on a few of the larger shows in the 
Baltimore-Washington corridor where I dug trenches for steel mortars, staked in finale racks, and 
erected a variety of set pieces which were still wildly popular at the time. After doing a few shows, Zambelli’s main man in Maryland, 
Luther, decided that I was proficient enough to go out as a lead shooter. 

The following year, I was assigned to about six shows of my own at such places as Bethesda Country Club, Sidwell Friends School, 
and a multitude of fire department carnivals. These went well, and the following year I noted that the number and magnitude of 
my shows had increased two fold. At this time I was also asked to assist Luther on some of the major shows in the area including 
Baltimore’s Polish Festival, its City Fair, and many shows on the Mall in Washington. But of all the shows I fired, none was 
potentially more dangerous than the one done in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor at midnight on New Year’s Eve, 1984. It was a big show at 
the time, $30,000, and was to be fired off two barges.

The week between Christmas and New Year’s Eve was bitterly cold in Baltimore. Daytime temperatures never reached the 30s and 
a stiff wind seemed to constantly blow frigid air across the open expanse of the harbor. 

As was the custom, Luther, Paul, and I arrived at the pier at 9 am on the 29th and started nailing up preload racks of cardboard tubes 
ranging from 3” to 6” in diameter. And there were a lot of them since the show was to be electrically fired with no reloading. We 
placed three parallel, 30 foot lengths of the racks on the first barge and then used laths to connect all the racks in each row to one 
another. As a final touch, we again employed laths to criss-cross between the racks to insure stability in the event a shell exploded 
in the mortar. 

The above took an entire day, and on the second day we assembled the big wooden boxes into which we placed 8”, 10”, and 
12” guns before filling the “coffins” with sand. Day three, New Year’s Eve, was spent dropping all the shells in the show and then 
loading the finale, 300 shots, on the second barge. Slats were then laid out, the shells were squibbed and attached to the electrical 
connectors, and the racks were covered with aluminum foil to prevent accidental ignition. We were ready to go!

At 7 pm the tug boat arrived and began to move us into the harbor. As it putted along, we noticed a drastic change in the weather. 
It had gotten considerably warmer over the past hour and a cloud of fog was settling over the area, making it impossible to see the 
Francis Scott Key Bridge just a mile away. We were not worried at all. Not until 11:50 when Luther tested the firing system. It was 
dead as a door nail! Apparently the extreme moisture in the air had shorted it out. The show now had to be flare fired! 11:55 and 
counting…. 

Luther announced that he would fire the big guys from the coffin while Paul would be responsible for lighting and “walking” the finale 
as well as firing rows 1 and 3 of the preloads in the cardboard tubes. That left the middle row of tubes, impossible to light from either 
end of the row. Luther then looked at me, noted that the time was 11:58, and handed me a flare. He commanded, “Now, here’s what 
you have to do: Crawl below the laths and flare fire all those shells in the middle row.” I had no time to refuse, and after all, the show 
had to go on. So I lit the fusee, got on my belly, and crawled in. Here I was, lighting big shells with the match literally a foot from my 
face and the shell itself no farther away. You have no idea how loud those 6”ers were as they left the mortar mere inches from my 
face and how hot those burning embers were that always seemed to work their way into the opening behind my ball cap and jacket. 

As the finale erupted, I was more than a little glad to crawl out of the “tunnel of death” and brush the ashes off my head. Luther was 
ecstatic that we were able to pull off the show even though the fog made viewing difficult for the spectators that lined the harbor 
shore and filled the adjoining streets. When we finally arrived at the dock around 2 am, all the equipment had been disassembled 
and was ready to be loaded into the truck for its return to New Castle, PA. 
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As I drove home, dodging the drunks on the road, I got to thinking about what would have happened if one of those shells had 
exploded in the gun so close to my head. Needless to say, I would not be composing this story today! A cold sweat broke out as I 
imagined the tragedy that could have occurred. 

Upon arriving home, I popped the top on a Miller, sat in the dark, and thanked my lucky stars. The show had gone on and I had 
survived. But what a way to start the new year! 
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 National Fireworks Association
 Profit & Loss

 January through August 2014NATIONAL FIREWORKS ASSOCIATION
By: Robert T. Kellner, Treasurer
As of: August 31, 2014

PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT

Jan - Aug 31, 
2014

Jan - Dec  31, 
2013

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

China Trip 33,150.00 0.00

Donation 860.00 726.00

Program Service Revenue

Expo Hospitality Suites 1,000.00 0.00

Membership Dues 145,671.20 141,992.22

Trade Expo Registrations 215,833.09 151,572.65

Auction -32.61 3,600.00

Banquet 0.00 490.00

Demo Book 0.00 8,100.00

Fifty-Fifty 0.00 1,840.00

Merchandise 740.70 2,209.25

Safety T-Shirts 200.00 500.00

Seminar 1,200.00 2,660.00

Total Program Service Revenue 364,612.38 312,964.12

Investment Income

Interest Income 850.21 4,450.30

Total Investment Income 850.21 4,450.30

Other Revenue

Miscellaneous Revenue 0.00 2,888.80

Newsletter Advertising 20,985.00 32,762.00

Total Other Revenue 20,985.00 35,650.80

Total Income 420,457.59 353,791.22

Gross Profit 420,457.59 353,791.22

Expense

Advertising 1,629.50 11,120.93

Dues & Subscriptions 119.00 590.54

Fees for Services

Secretarial Services 5,042.50 32,380.01

Management 33,333.36 4,675.00

Legal 2,533.50 1,539.25

Other 6,680.00 8,690.00

 Page 1 of 4



OCTOBER 2014

 12:53 PM
 09/17/14
 Accrual Basis

 National Fireworks Association
 Profit & Loss

 January through August 2014
Jan - Aug 31, 

2014
Jan - Dec  31, 

2013

Total Fees for Services 47,589.36 47,284.26

Infotrac (DOT Compliance) 16,940.00 22,260.00

Office Expenses

Telephone 1,386.99 2,621.86

Storage 1,530.00 1,547.00

Office Expenses - Other 3,172.32 3,681.44

Total Office Expenses 6,089.31 7,850.30

Payroll Taxes 3,407.28 3,037.87

Postage 5,487.53 1,690.72

Travel

China Trip Expense 2,000.00 0.00

Travel - Other 24,221.34 40,526.92

Total Travel 26,221.34 40,526.92

Expo Exp. (Annual Trade Show)

Rental 56,200.00 63,718.37

Seminars 0.00 1,488.80

Public Display 6,100.00 16,467.71

Printing Expense 8,579.15 25,154.96

Expo Coordinator 4,000.00 500.00

Other Expo Expenses 5,570.69 5,148.36

Expo Exp. (Annual Trade Show) - Other 24,918.30 3,387.62

Total Expo Exp. (Annual Trade Show) 105,368.14 115,865.82

Web & Newsletter Exp. 6,881.62 19,737.32

Insurance Expense 8,090.95 6,836.90

Merchandise Purchased 4,507.13 1,500.00

Donations 7,460.00 6,350.00

Miscellaneous Expense 0.00 669.53

Credit Card Processing Fees 6,590.17 5,585.45

Bank Service Fees 245.00 552.47

Total Expense 246,626.33 291,459.03

Net Ordinary Income 173,831.26 62,332.19

Net Income 173,831.26 62,332.19

BALANCE SHEET

 Page 2 of 4
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 National Fireworks Association
 Profit & Loss

 January through August 2014
Jan - Aug 31, 

2014
Jan - Dec  31, 

2013

As of: August 31, 2014

ASSETS
August 
31,2014

December 
31,2014

Current Assets

Checking/Savings

U.S. Bank 284,853.58 6,634.69

1st National Bank of Omaha 0.00 99,350.76

Petty Cash 454.12 54.12

Certificates of Deposit 275,236.05 275,236.05

Total Certificates of Deposit 275,236.05 275,236.05

Total Checking/Savings 560,543.75 381,275.62

Accounts Receivable

Accounts Receivable 12,312.00 9,285.00

Total Accounts Receivable 12,312.00 9,285.00

Other Current Assets 0.00 10,000.00

Total Current Assets 572,855.75 400,560.62

TOTAL ASSETS 572,855.75 400,560.62

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

Accounts Payable -1,473.52 0.00

Total Accounts Payable -1,473.52 0.00

Other Current Liabilities

Payroll Taxes Payable 450.39 513.00

Total Other Current Liabilities 450.39 513.00

Total Current Liabilities -1,023.13 513.00

Total Liabilities -1,023.13 513.00

Equity

Net Assets 400,047.62 337,715.43

Net Income 173,831.26 62,332.19

Total Equity 573,878.88 400,047.62
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 National Fireworks Association
 Profit & Loss

 January through August 2014
Jan - Aug 31, 

2014
Jan - Dec  31, 

2013

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 572,855.75 400,560.62
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Donations 7,460.00 6,350.00

Miscellaneous Expense 0.00 669.53

Credit Card Processing Fees 6,590.17 5,585.45

Bank Service Fees 245.00 552.47

Total Expense 246,626.33 291,459.03

Net Ordinary Income 173,831.26 62,332.19

Net Income 173,831.26 62,332.19
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